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Handover of Android Tablets from UNICEF to MoF  
Date: June 29, 2022 
Venue: GDS Office 

 

 
• Excellency Sr. Antonio Freitas, Vice Minister of Finance 

• Sr. Elias dos Santos Ferreira, Director General of Statistics, MoF 

• Sr. Joanico Pinto, Director General of Corporate Services-MoF 

• National Directors, heads of departments and colleagues of the Ministry of Finance  

• Sr. Domingas Bernardo, representative a.i. of UNFPA 

• Members of the Media 

Good Morning to everyone. 

1. It is a great pleasure for me to be with you today to hand over 280 tablets to the Ministry of 

Finance in order to support data collection for the 2022 Population and Housing Census. It will 

be the first digital census in Timor-Leste, and using tablets for data collection instead of a paper 
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questionnaire will help collect and transfer the data more quickly, and thus get the census results 

faster. 

 

2. We are all impatiently awaiting the new census data, because the collective efforts to develop 

Timor-Leste are currently relying on the last census, that is, statistics that were gathered 7 years 

ago. Much can change in 7 years – for instance, has the population decreased, or increased? 

How many children are there? How many people still lack access to water, in urban and rural 

areas? Has the proportion of out-of-school children reduced? 
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3. The census will provide up-to-date benchmark information on the population's demographic, 

social and economic characteristics. This is critical to get a sense of progress towards the 

Strategic Development Plan and the Sustainable Development Goals, and to identify remaining 

gaps. The results will be key for State planning and budgeting. For instance, the Governments 

needs reliable data on how many children there are in the country in order to purchase the right 

quantity of vaccines, or to plan on where to install new preschools. The census will also tell us 

which groups are most left behind, and thus who should get increased attention, in particular 

when it comes to the State budget.  
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4. Beyond providing tablets to facilitate data collection, UNICEF will support GDS with other 

aspects of the census, including training enumerators, monitoring data collection, and 

developing thematic reports as well as the Census Fofila-Fali for subnational-level data. We 

look forward to working closely together to ensure the availability and use of quality data to 

inform the Government’s action toward realizing the rights of children. 
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Thank you 


